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GET YOUR FREE MONEY BOX

YOUR SMALL CHANGE CAN HELP CHRISTIAN 
WOMEN AND GIRLS PERSECUTED FOR THEIR 
FAITH AND GENDER SEE CHANGE.

Head online to request a free little money box 
and pop your small change in it every few 
days. Got some leftover coinage from your 
trip to the movies or coffee shop? Whack it in! 
Fill up the box to help raise funds for projects 
restoring dignity, hope and value to persecuted 
Christian women and girls!

 
opendoorsyouth.org/seechange



see.  
change.

When we see God, we change. 

Hagar realised that. She was a slave, probably a teenager, living 
as the servant of Sarah, the wife of Abraham. Her relationship 
to Abraham and Sarah was pretty complex - she ended up 
fathering Abraham’s first son. She fell out with Sarah and was 
badly mistreated, and then ran away. At this point, sitting in the 
desert, she meets God. Abused, driven out and alone, she has 
an encounter with ‘El Roi’, or ‘the God who sees’ her.

God saw the mess of Hagar’s situation and brought comfort and 
hope. And He does the same today. When we look to Him, when 
we encounter His love and grace, we are changed. 

Many Christian women and girls around the world can relate 
to Hagar’s story. In many places, being a follower of Jesus can 
bring problems, but being female adds another level. Christian 
men and women both face horrendous situations, but our 
research shows Christian women are doubly vulnerable to 
persecution because of their faith and gender - and this fact 
often goes unseen.

We believe God is asking us to see and do what we can to 
change this situation. In this special edition of The Cost, you’ll 
be inspired by some incredible young women who have chosen 
Jesus despite the risks. You’ll also find a bunch of ways you 
can do something to help, from writing an email to praying or 
raising money. Read on to see change!

“SHE GAVE THIS NAME TO THE LORD WHO 
SPOKE TO HER: ‘YOU ARE THE GOD WHO SEES 
ME,’ FOR SHE SAID, ‘I HAVE NOW SEEN THE 
ONE WHO SEES ME.’” 
GENESIS 16:13
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Embrace your 
inner craftivist!
HANDMADE PETITION

Like a bit of craft? Into the 
Great British Sewing Bee? 
Us too! Sign the Handmade 
Petition to speak up for 
Christian women and girls 
facing persecution because 
of their faith and gender. 

Grab a piece of fabric, write 
or sew ‘I see you’ along with 
your name on it and send 
it to us. We’ll then combine 
that piece of fabric with 
many others and turn it into 
a huge banner that will be 
presented to UK leaders in 
Parliament.

Not into craft or sewing? 
Don’t panic, just draw or 
write your name on the 
fabric. Come up with a nice 
design and send it to us. More 
info at opendoorsyouth.org/
seechange
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Saree is from a Hindu family and grew up with 
hearing problems. After doctors said they 
couldn’t help, Saree went to her aunt’s church 
and was prayed for.

“While they were praying, I could hear 
sounds. Slowly the sounds became louder. 
I also felt something coming to me. It came 
closer and closer. It was the presence of God. 
Then the sounds became really clear. I was 
incredibly happy.”

Her family were pleased, but didn’t want 
anything to do with Christianity - in their 

Open Doors partners are supporting Saree and her aunt through this time.4 / THE COST / SEE. CHANGE. EDITION

SAREE, FROM INDIA, IS JUST 12. BEING A GIRL AND CHOOSING TO 
FOLLOW JESUS HAVE BROUGHT HER TOUGH TIMES. SHE’S BEEN 
REJECTED BY FAMILY, HAD TO SUFFER BEATINGS AND VERBAL ABUSE 
AND HAD TO LEAVE HOME, FALLING BEHIND IN HER EDUCATION. BUT, 
DESPITE ALL SHE HAS FACED, SHE JUST CAN’T GIVE UP ON JESUS.

rural community, leaving Hinduism was not an 
option. But Saree wanted to know more about 
the God who had healed her - so she visited her 
aunt, a Christian who lived a few hours’ walk 
away. After that, Saree would secretly go to 
church - but then her brother found out:

“He caught me many times after I came back 
from church. One time, I was carrying a Bible. 
He took it, threw it into the mud and beat me 
with a stick. Later I collected the Bible, wiped 
it clean and gave it to another believer to keep 
safe for me.”

Eventually, Saree’s family threw her out. 
“My father said, ‘You are not our daughter 
anymore.’”

Saree now lives with her aunt, away from  
her family, but life isn’t easy. Her education 
has been disrupted. She can’t transfer to 
a new school without a signature from her 
parents. Her life has been turned completely 
upside down, and she obviously misses her 
previous life. When asked why she doesn’t 

give up her faith in 
Jesus, she says:  
“I can’t... there’s 
something there.” 

Saree was healed 
by Jesus. She 

encountered Him, and, for that reason, she 
can’t turn back. Being a girl in India is tough, 
and being a Christian has only added to the 
pressures that Saree is facing. Will you See.
Change. for Saree and others like her? 

Start by praying for courage and strength for 
Saree. Ask that she’ll know God as her loving 
heavenly Father. Pray that her commitment 
to Jesus will inspire her family to become 
Christians and be reunited with her. And pray 
for yourself too. Ask that you’ll have the same 
passion for Jesus and that you’ll be prepared 
to risk it all for Him.

see  
saree.



why is  
   it different  
for girls?
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In many of these countries, women and girls 
have a secondary role in society. In education 
and employment, boys tend to have more 
opportunity, whereas girls can be required 
to stay at home and help with the family or 
domestic tasks. 

But the lack of opportunity isn’t the only 
problem. Girls can face unwanted sexual 
advances, and sexual violence against 
vulnerable women and girls is a big problem. 

In Egypt, up to 50 Christian girls are 
kidnapped each year by Islamic extremists (in 
Pakistan, estimates suggest Hindu extremists 
are kidnapping as many as 700 Christian girls 
each year). The girls are forced to convert to 
Islam and marry Muslim men. Sometimes 
these girls are duped into leaving home with 
someone they have fallen for, only to find out 
that their boyfriend was lying to them the 
whole time. 

Maggie’s experience was terrifying: “I was 
kept in a room - the only contact I had was 
with a completely veiled woman who tried 
to convince me to convert to Islam for five 
whole days.” 

Fortunately, Maggie was released after a police 
investigation, but many girls never return home 
to their families. Those like Maggie that do can 
be viewed with suspicion by their communities. 
In Egypt and other countries, it is thought that 
girls shouldn’t have relationships until they 
marry. Those that are kidnapped can be looked 
down upon, and may struggle to find a future 
partner (and with it, security) because of their 
experiences.

It sounds crazy to us in the UK and Ireland, but 
in many places girls are extremely vulnerable 
to abuse. Being poor with little education or 
opportunity is bad enough, but being a Christian 
just adds another reason why certain girls 
become a target. That’s why Open Doors runs 
a variety of programmes to help. Whether it’s 
literacy classes, helping set up businesses 
to train and bring employment, or providing 
essential trauma counselling, Open Doors is 
committed to restoring the dignity and value 
of Christian women and girls who have been 
targeted because of their faith and gender. 

Get your See. Change. money box and use 
your small change to help fund some of these 
vital programmes! Visit opendoorsyouth.org/
seechange for more...

YOU CAN’T HAVE MISSED THE #METOO CAMPAIGN IN 
THE LAST YEAR, AND WHILST RIGHTS FOR WOMEN AND 
GIRLS ARE IN THE PUBLIC EYE IN THE UK, THE SAME 
DESIRE FOR CHANGE DOESN’T HAVE THE SAME SUPPORT 
IN MANY OF THE COUNTRIES WHERE CHRISTIANS FACE 
PERSECUTION.



the 
persecuted
church
IS ONE OF THE MOST 
HOPE-FILLED PLACES 
ON THE PLANET...

IT’S WHERE 

light 
BREAKS THROUGH THE 
DARKNESS

WHERE 

faith 
OVERCOMES FEAR

PULL OUT POSTER // REMOVE THIS CENTRE SPREAD AND STICK IT ON YOUR WALL // PULL OUT POSTER



WHERE 

grace 
            REIGNS OVER SUFFERING

AND WHERE, WHEN ALL 
MIGHT SEEM LOST...

courage
IS BORN

PULL OUT POSTER // REMOVE THIS CENTRE SPREAD AND STICK IT ON YOUR WALL // PULL OUT POSTER

Despite violence, intimidation, exclusion, torture 

and darkness, many Christians around the 

world still choose Jesus. Whenever you feel like 

giving up, remember them. Read their stories 

(check out opendoorsyouth.org for the latest 

ones) and be inspired to keep going, knowing 

that when all seems lost, God can bring life 

and new hope. Need more encouragement?  

Read these:

2 Cor 4:16-18

Isaiah 41:10

Deuteronomy 31:6



“THE OFTENER WE ARE MOWN DOWN BY YOU, THE MORE IN NUMBER  
WE GROW; THE BLOOD OF CHRISTIANS IS SEED.”
 
Tertullian wrote these words around 180 years after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. By that time, the church was growing, and persecution was 
sporadic. In some areas, as Christians were targeted and singled out, their 
passion and perseverance, even when faced with death, caused people to 
ask questions about this Jesus whom the Christians followed. 

perse 
  cution
CAN IT LEAD TO GOOD?
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Tertullian didn’t flippantly write those words. 
He didn’t intend them to be a throwaway 
meme or quote to put on your Instagram 
feed. He spoke out against persecution by the 
Roman Empire and would have heard of, and 
maybe even seen, people being imprisoned 
and executed because of their faith in Jesus. 

But the fact is, when people suffer, but 
still keep going with Jesus, others start to 
notice. Stories of courage, brave faith and 
determination grow our faith and show others 
the reality of a relationship with Jesus. Take 
Leah’s story as an example. She was taken by 
Islamic extremists from her school in Nigeria 
back in February 2018. Over 100 other girls 



Leah’s story is hard. She’s not been released, and we don’t know how she’s being    
    treated. She’s a real person, not just a challenging story. We write about Leah to  
           inspire and challenge you, but also to ask you to pray for her. Spend 60 seconds  
            now just saying Leah’s name - you can whisper or shout. Use her name as a prayer   
     for her. Cheer her on. Picture her hearing you and thousands of others calling out her 
name. Ask God to give her boldness, courage, protection, and, of course, her freedom.
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were also taken, and after a month, at the 
moment they were to be released, her captors 
discovered that Leah was a Christian. They said 
she could only go free if she denied her faith 
and converted to Islam. She chose Jesus over 
her freedom. She’s still in captivity. 

Leah’s story is horrific and tragic. But there is 
power in her story. Jesus meant so much to 
her, that sticking with Him was worth more to 
her than freedom. That is an incredible choice 
to make - and it’s a choice that challenges us, 
whether we’re followers of Jesus or not. If 
you’re a Christian, her commitment to Jesus is 
inspiring and challenging - her story may drive 
you to follow God with greater boldness, no 
matter what you face. If you’re not a Christian, 
Leah’s story will force you to ask, ‘Who is Jesus 
and why would she give everything for Him?’

There are literally thousands of Leahs. We 
hear stories every week of incredible courage 
and passion for Jesus. And we hear of the 
impact that living for Jesus with guts and 
courage is having around the world.

In Syria, after years of war and terror, where 
the church was targeted and Christians were 
forced to flee, churches are now growing. 
Pastor David, who is seeing many come 
to know Jesus from Druze and Kurdish 
backgrounds, says: “In my city, we now have 
four churches of mainly new believers... 
Hundreds have been saved... before, there were 
only some hidden and secret believers. God 
worked in His special way during this war.”

Amazing, right? Even in war, when the church 
was on its knees, God has been working. 
And this has happened before. Despite the 
Communist regime outlawing Christianity, in 
China in the 60s and 70s there was a mass 
revival in the underground church - a revival 
still being felt, as there are nearly 100 million 
Christians in China today! 

We know it’s not as simple as Tertullian makes 
out - persecution doesn’t directly lead to 
revival. But God works even in the darkness to 
bring light and hope - and in some cases that 
can change how we view the effect of trouble 
and pain in our life. One Ethiopian leader, who 
recently saw several churches in his town 
attacked, said: “I praise God. Before the attack 
we didn’t have strong fellowship, but this 
incident has brought us together.”

It’s important to say that not everyone has 
the same outlook when persecution comes. 
Though Jesus has won, the battle is still 
being fought, and many like Leah suffer 
unjustly because of their choice to keep going 
with Jesus. 

The question for us who can worship in 
freedom is: How do we respond to these 
stories and situations? Will they raise passion 
and brave faith in us? Are they so powerful 
that we will tell them to our friends and let 
them question the worth of Jesus? Will they 
lead us to pray for and stand with our church 
family around the world?



raise money
A few simple ideas to help you raise funds to help restore 
hope, dignity and value to persecuted Christian women. 
 
A sponsored challenge: Go silent for half a day, run, walk or 
cycle 10K, do a swimathon, shave your hair... the choice is 
yours. Download a sponsorship form to help you collect funds 
at: opendoorsyouth.org/seechange 

Do odd jobs for a small fee: Wash cars, clean the windows,  
cut the grass or babysit for a neighbour. What could you do?

Bake Off: Cook up some tasty treats and sell them to your 
mates or at the end of a church service to raise some funds.

Blackout: Our sponsored digital fast for persecuted, silenced 
Christians. Find out more at opendoorsyouth.org/blackout

Small change
Get our free money box

Your small change can 
See.Change. Get it? Head 
online to request a free 
little money box and pop 
your small change in it 
every few days. Fill it 
up to help raise funds 
for projects restoring 
dignity, hope and value 
to persecuted Christian 
women! opendoorsyouth.
org/seechange

speak out
 
The Handmade Petition 
Get craftilicious and sew, 
draw, write, stick or print 
the words ‘I see you’ on 
a piece of fabric. Send it 
to us and we’ll combine it 
with thousands of others 
into a banner that will be 
presented to UK leaders in 
Parliament. Find out more 
and get a free pack at: 
opendoorsyouth.org/
seechange

pray this
 
Father God, the world is dark, but You bring light. I thank 
You for the women and girls I’ve read about who have stood 
firm for You. Protect them and others who suffer because of 
their faith and their gender. Bring healing to those who have 
suffered pain, violence and trauma. Bring freedom to those like 
Leah who have been abducted, or are under house arrest. Give 
wisdom to Open Doors partners as they try to reach and care 
for persecuted women. I pray leaders will make decisions to 
bring an end to the persecution faced by women. Thank You that 
You are the God who sees us and knows us, no matter who we 
are or what we’ve gone through. Thank You that You are there 
with them. Let them know Your presence and comfort.  
Amen.

YOU’VE HEARD STORIES ABOUT SAREE, MAGGIE AND LEAH. 
NOW IT’S TIME TO ACT. HAVE A LOOK THROUGH THESE 
WAYS YOU CAN SEE. CHANGE. FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS 
PERSECUTED FOR THEIR FAITH AND GENDER.

do this.
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email Leah’s parents
Let them know you’re praying 
 
Leah’s now been missing for nearly a year 
and a half. You can imagine her parents are 
struggling with not knowing how she is, or 
what she is going through.

On the anniversary of her abduction, Rebecca, 
Leah’s mum, said: “I know that all over the 
world believers are praying and advocating 
for the release of my daughter, but until now 
I haven’t seen my Leah. I want to plead that 
Christians do not get tired of praying for her, 
’til she is returned.”

Drop them a message to let them know that 
you are praying and standing with them. 
Include a Bible verse or simple prayer. Keep 
the messages short, and send them to  
writetodapchi@opendoorsuk.org

send some snail mail 
Drop the digital, go old school

We regularly have writing campaigns where 
you can send letters to young people who have 
been persecuted for their faith and gender. 
Check out opendoorsyouth.org/sendhope to 
see the current asks and get writing away!

Why not do this in your youth or small 
group? Spend 30 minutes writing a bunch 
of letters and emails to Christians in need 
of encouragement, praying for them as you 
write and chat!

encourage  
courage.
SPEND A FEW MINUTES WRITING AN EMAIL OR QUICK LETTER TO 
ENCOURAGE COURAGE IN THE FACE OF TRAUMA AND PAIN.
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In places where the Bible is banned, 
followers of Jesus memorise it. Hidden Word 
is our incredible resource that will inspire 
you to learn Scripture by heart.  
 
The pack comes in a buriable bag, and 
includes six weeks of devotions and 
challenges, a leader’s guide, a ‘Hidden Word’ 
New Testament and Psalms, memorisation 
aids and a wealth of ideas, activities, stories 
and prayers. Grab your copy from just £14, 
which includes the cost of sending a Bible  
to a persecuted Christian.
opendoorsyouth.org/hiddenword

Join the Blackout, our sponsored digital  
fast for persecuted Christians. 

Could you spend 12, 24 or 48 hours offline,  
with no phone, internet, social networking, 
gaming or anything involving the web?  
Get sponsored to raise money, prayer and 
awareness for those who share our faith,  
but not our freedom.

Sign up to get a free resource pack and find 
out more at opendoorsyouth.org/blackout
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